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NSS Unit of GDC Kulgam Embarks on a Thrilling 3-Day Trekking Expedition
to Famber Valley, Kishtwar

Reported by : Mr. Irshad Ahmad Lone (Convener Media Cell).

GDC Kulgam, 24-08-2023: In a remarkable display of unity, adventure, and
camaraderie, the NSS Unit of Government Degree College (GDC) Kulgam undertook
a challenging 3-day trekking expedition to the breathtaking Famber Valley in
Kishtwar. A group comprising 23 individuals, including 16 enthusiastic
students, 5 dedicated faculty members, a local fund employee, and the NSS
Program Officer of the college, embarked on this memorable journey from August
22, 2023, to August 24, 2023.
The Journey's Commencement: A Prelude to Adventure
The expedition's inception was marked by a palpable sense of excitement as
participants gathered at the college gate at the early hour of 8:00 am. With
spirits high and hearts brimming with anticipation, the group boarded the
college bus, their mode of transportation to the starting point of their trek.
The sun shone brightly as they set off on a journey that promised not only
physical challenge but also opportunities for personal growth and
unforgettable memories.
By 11:00 am, the bus had made its way to Daksum, Kokernag – a picturesque
location that served as the launchpad for the foot trek to the awe-inspiring
Famber Valley. As the team disembarked from the bus, the verdant surroundings
and invigorating mountain air served as a reminder of the natural beauty that
lay ahead.
Leadership and Guidance: NSS Officer Mr. Shahid Yousuf Gilkar
Guiding the team through this journey of self-discovery and exploration was Mr.
Shahid Yousuf Gilkar, the dedicated NSS Officer. With his wealth of experience
and unwavering commitment, Mr. Gilkar assumed the role of not only a leader
but also a mentor to the participants. His guidance and leadership would prove
to be invaluable as the team navigated the challenges that lay before them.
A Journey of Steadfast Determination: The First Day
Under Mr. Gilkar's wise guidance, the team embarked on the first leg of their
trek, traversing the rugged terrain with a sense of determination. The path
led them through a series of breathtaking locations, each contributing to the
mosaic of memories that would shape their experience. Habal Nai, Minamal,
Kharagaagda – these were not just names on a map but waypoints that marked
their progress. As the day unfolded, the team's endurance was tested, but
their spirits remained unbroken.
Finally, as the sun began its descent, the group arrived at Droubmarg, their
first overnight stop. The sight of the mountains looming in the distance was
both humbling and invigorating, serving as a tangible reminder of their
journey's purpose. With the day's challenges behind them, the participants
settled in for a night of rest, excited about the days to come.
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Challenges and Triumphs: The Journey to Famber Valley
The second day dawned, and the team embraced it with an air of anticipation.
They set out at 7:00 am, their destination clear: the coveted Famber Valley.
The day's route was not for the faint of heart – it demanded strength,
resilience, and an unwavering spirit. Yet, the participants pressed on, each
step a testament to their commitment to overcoming obstacles and embracing the
adventure.
Badal Bradi, Wairool, Naga Mandi, Watnaad – the names rolled off the tongue,
each signifying a milestone on the journey. And then, finally, Bajpathri was
reached at 12:30 pm, offering a reprieve and a chance to recharge with a
hearty lunch. The view from Bajpathri was nothing short of spectacular, a
panorama of nature's beauty that left the participants in awe.
As the day progressed, the group retraced their steps, making their way back
to Droubmarg by 4:30 pm. The sense of accomplishment was palpable, and the
camaraderie among the participants had deepened. The challenges they had faced
together had forged bonds that would last far beyond the expedition's
conclusion.
Reflecting on Achievement: The Return Journey
The expedition's third and final day marked the homeward journey, a
bittersweet moment as participants bid farewell to the Famber Valley and
prepared to return to GDC Kulgam. The path from Droubmarg led them back to
Daksum, where they arrived at 3:00 pm. The journey had come full circle, and
as they looked back at the path they had traversed, a sense of pride and
accomplishment enveloped them.
Unity and Gratitude: A Shared Experience
Throughout the expedition, a spirit of unity prevailed. The students, faculty
members, local fund employee, and NSS Program Officer collaborated seamlessly,
demonstrating the power of teamwork and mutual support. The journey had not
only tested their physical limits but had also served as a reminder of the
strength that comes from working together towards a common goal.
As the journey concluded, the participants were keen to express their
gratitude. They acknowledged the pivotal role played by Prof. Syed Eazaz
Hussain Rizvi, the esteemed Principal of GDC Kulgam. His support and
meticulous arrangements had been instrumental in ensuring the expedition's
success, and the participants were deeply appreciative of his efforts.
Epilogue: Memories etched in Time
In conclusion, the NSS Unit of GDC Kulgam's trekking expedition to Famber
Valley stands as a testament to the power of collaboration, determination, and
the joy of venturing into the great outdoors. The memories created and the
lessons learned will undoubtedly resonate with each participant for years to
come, serving as a reminder of their shared achievement and the beauty of
nature that they had the privilege to explore. As they return to their daily
lives, they do so with a newfound sense of accomplishment and a reservoir of
memories that will continue to inspire and uplift them.
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