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National Service Scheme (NSS) Unit of the College organised a Special Camping 

Programme for seven (07) days at Ashthal, the village adopted by the NSS Unit, with effect 

from 8
th

 November to 14
th

 November, 2021. It was for the first time since the establishment 

of NSS Unit in the College that the camping programme was organised at the adopted village. 

Around 60 NSS volunteers (boys and girls) participated in the camp which was flagged off 

by Dr. Nazir Ahmad Simnani, Principal of the College on 8
th

 November, in presence of the 

senior faculty members. Dr. Safeer Ahmad Bhat, NSS Programme Officer in consultation 

with the NSS Advisory Board had framed a tentative programme schedule which was ratified 

by the Principal of the College. A formal order regarding the Special Camp was issued by the 

Principal, who called upon all the faculty of the College to extend their cooperation in 

making the programme a success. A detailed report of the activities undertaken in the Camp 

is discussed hereby: 

Days 1&2: Socio-economic Survey of Ashthal 

In spite of being in the vicinity of district headquarters, Ashthal is one of the most backward 

villages in Kulgam. Located on the banks of Veshaw nallah, it is highly flood prone and has 

suffered damages in the past, particularly in 2014 floods. In order to assess the village and 

analyse as to how far has the government intervention changed the profile of the village, a 

socio-economic survey was conducted on days 1 and 2. The volunteers were divided into six 

(6) groups, each lead by a Group Leader to reach to every single household in the village. A 

draft questionnaire had already been prepared and the volunteers were asked to collect data 

on various parameters which included economic status (income and employment wise), 

landholding pattern, gender equality, education status, Covid-19 vaccination status, 

healthcare setup and relief and rehabilitation status after 2014 floods. The survey revealed 

that the majority of the inhabitants lacked a permanent source of income and that the 

government schemes were not reaching to the deserving and needy. There were only a few 

persons in the village who had acquired higher education. The flood had severely damaged 

the economic fabric of the village as hundreds of kanals of agricultural and orchard land had 

been washed away by the floods. 
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On Day 2, Dr. Safeer Ahmad Bhat, NSS Programme Officer had a detailed meeting with the 

Village representatives which included Sarpanch, Panches, Numberdar and Chowkidar, 

besides members from the Awqaf Committee. It was held that the village had been bifurcated 

into two parts by the floods and that not much had been done to properly connect the two. It 

was surprising to know that the flood vulnerability of the village was affecting their social 

relations as the villagers would find it difficult to find suitable matches for their sons and 

daughters. Their main demand was that a flood protection bund be constructed to the north 

and south of the village so as to minimise the damage in any possible flood. 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

  

Day 3: Cleanliness Campaign and a Seminar on Domestic Violence 

 

On Day 3 of the camp, a cleanliness campaign was conducted in the village. Volunteers were 

divided into many groups to cover all the parts of the village. The programme included 

collection of garbage from the streets and streams as well as a door to door campaign on the 

importance of keeping the surroundings clean. It came to the fore that the village lacked any 

mechanism of garbage disposal as all the trash was disposed in open air and heaps of the 

same were lying in different parts. With dustbins in hands, volunteers demonstrated the 

proper way of garbage disposal.  It was heartening to see the a few local boys joining the 

volunteers in the cleanliness drive. The garbage was collected in poly bags and then emptied 

into the garbage trucks of Municipal Committee Kulgam. 

In the afternoon, an awareness programme was organised on ‘Domestic Violence’ in 

collaboration with District Legal Services Authority Kulgam at Guest House, Chawalgam. 

The programme was aimed at spreading awareness on the different aspects of domestic 

violence and saw the participation of NSS volunteers, lawyers from District Court Kulgam, 

women staffers from Social Welfare Department, besides a number of women from Ashthal. 

Tahir Khursheed Raina, District and Sessions judge Kulgam and Ms. Mehreen Mushtaq, Sub-

Judicial Magistrate were the keynote speakers for the event. Tahir Khursheed highlighted the 

different aspects of domestic violence, underlying causes, legal protection and the remedies. 

Quoting examples from judicial proceedings, the speaker held that given the traditional 

nature of Kashmiri society, the increasing cases of domestic violence was baffling. He drew a 

connection between the incessant materialism, lack of patience and the increased magnitude 



of stress in the marital affairs. He stressed on the need to educate both men and women about 

the rights of women and the legal remedies available in case of any domestic abuse. The best 

part of the programme was the question-answer session in which the participants, especially 

NSS volunteers raised questions on different aspects of domestic violence. In order to make 

the exercise more fruitful it was suggested to the learned judges that awareness programmes 

be conducted at the village (Ashthal) itself which would directly benefit the illiterate women 

of the area. 

             
 

 

         
 

 

  
 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

Day 4: Interaction with the School students and a Campaign on Female Education 

 

On day 4 an interaction session with the students of Government Middle School Ashthal was 

conducted. The purpose of the interaction was to receive feedback from the students 

regarding the teaching-learning process, availability of facilities, and to locate any specific 

issue that was hampering the educational needs of the children. A communication had already 

been sent to the management of the school and it had made the necessary arrangements for 

the interaction. There are fourty (40) students on the rolls of the school. During the course of 

interaction with the students, a number of issues related to the educational needs of children 

came to the fore, including lack of sufficient parental attention, lack of infrastructure in the 

form of library and insufficient sports facilities. Volunteers also interacted with the teaching 

faculty of the school and listened to their perspective on the problems faced by the students. 

It was told that the school was lagging behind in infrastructure as students of eight (8) classes 

were forced to study in just three (3) rooms. The school lacked a proper fencing and the 

absence of suitable watch and ward was resulting in the damage to the school property. It was 

heartening to note that the teachers’ wards were enrolled in the school itself which is very 

rare. The volunteers had some specific suggestions and recommendations regarding the 

improvement of teaching-learning process in the school. It was also recommended that the 

students of the school would be taken on an exposure tour to Government Degree College 

Kulgam. The school management thanked NSS Unit for boosting the morale of students.  

After the interaction session, an expert talk was conducted on ‘Disaster Preparedness with 

Special Reference to Floods’. The event witnessed the participation of school children, NSS 

volunteers and a number of local men and women. The lecture was delivered by Dr. Mohd. 

Abbas and Dr. Aadil Hussain Nanda, Faculty at Government Degree College Kulgam. The 



speakers enlightened the audience about the flood vulnerability of the village in view of its 

low-lying location and the specific precautions and measures to mitigate the impact of floods. 

The villagers were advised not to encroach the land and avoid making houses in the stone-

run. It was advised that youth committees should be formed in the village to ensure flood 

preparedness and work in case of any disaster. 

In the afternoon, a Campaign on female education was launched in Nai Basti, Ashthal. The 

campaign aimed at spreading awareness among the local population regarding female 

education and motivating them to send their girl children to schools. Pertinent to mention, 

Gujjars, a Scheduled Tribe community, mostly reside in Nai Basti and the volunteers had to 

trek about 2 kms uphill to reach the area. The socio-economic survey had revealed a dismal 

literacy rate, more so among the females. The campaign involved the volunteers going door-

to-door, meeting and motivating the parents to send their girl children to schools. Special 

reference was given to the government schemes and the facilities in government schools 

available to the students free of cost.  

 

 



   







 

 

Day 5: Seminar on Alternate Dispute Resolution 

On day 5 of the Camp, National Service Scheme (NSS) Unit of the College and IQAC 

organised a Seminar on ‘Alternate Dispute Resolution’ in collaboration with District Legal 

Services Authority Kulgam on 12
th

 November, 2021 in the College Conference Hall. The 

proceedings of the seminar were conducted by Ms. Mehreen Mushtaq, Sub-judicial 

Magistrate Kulgam. Tahir Khursheed Raina, District and Sessions Judge Kulgam and 

Chairman DLSA had been invited as the keynote speaker. The seminar saw the participation 

of lawyers, students, NSS volunteers and faculty of the College, besides a number of locals 

from Ashthal. In his welcome address, Principal of the College, Dr. Nazir Ahmad Simnani 

gave a brief introduction on the theme and highlighted the broad objectives of the seminar. 

The learned keynote speaker discussed the different aspects of Alternate Dispute Resolution 

and held that given the burden on the judiciary and crores of pending cases in the courts of 

law, ADR was the most effective, productive and constructive mode of resolving disputes, 



especially civil, marital and property disputes. He held that given the intricacy of legal system 

and manipulation of the same by advocates of law, ADR not only saved the precious time of 

the parties involved and the court, but was also economically more viable. He laid stress on 

the convening of Lok Adalats more frequently so that the general population is benefitted. 

The address was followed by an open discussion in which the students specifically asked 

questions on ADR and the functioning of the Indian Legal System. The learned speaker was 

all praise for the ambience of the College and thanked the Principal for inviting them.  

One of the important aspects of the Seminar was the signing of a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the College and District Legal Services Authority Kulgam. The 

Memorandum was signed by Dr. Nazir Ahmad Simnani and Tahir Khursheed on behalf of 

the College and DLSA respectively. The MoU is aimed at accentuating the community 

development initiatives and legal awareness in the Kulgam District. The College would 

identify the deserving cases in the arenas of domestic violence, marital counselling and other 

civil disputes and provide legal assistance through DLSA. In the first, it was decided that a 

legal awareness programme would be conducted at Ashthal for the larger benefit of the local 

population. Pertinent to mention, the College has adopted the Community Legal Assistance 

as one of the best practices of the institution. The event concluded with a vote of thanks by 

Dr. Safeer Ahmad Bhat, NSS Programme Officer.  

In the afternoon a Covid-19 sensitisation drive was conducted at Ashthal in which the NSS 

volunteers sensitised the locals about the maintaining of Covid-19 SOPs-physical distancing, 

use of masks and sanitisers. Special emphasis was laid on the importance of vaccination. 



 



 



 



 

Day 6: Interaction with District Administration Kulgam and Production-orientation 

Programme 

In the meeting with NSS Programme Officer, the village representatives had demanded that a 

team of district administration officials should visit the village and listen to their grievances. 

Accordingly, District Administration Kulgam was communicated about the same and a team 

of officials was deputed to the village. The meeting was convened in the courtyard of the 

School and saw the participation of around thirty (30) locals, besides NSS volunteers. NSS 

Programme Officer, Dr. Safeer Ahmad Bhat highlighted the importance of the interaction and 

called upon the local villagers to put their demands and grievances before the District 



Administration team. The meeting witnessed heated arguments and counter arguments as the 

villagers aspersed the apathetic attitude of the administration. Among their demands included 

the change of Tehsil from Pahloo to Kulgam, construction of street lanes, transparency in the 

allocation of works under Panchayat and the construction of a flood protection bund around 

the village. The officials noted down their grievances and assured of immediate relief. 

In view of the village being located on the banks of Veshaw with a perennial supply of water, 

an awareness programme on Commercial Fishing was conducted immediately after the 

interaction meeting. Mr. Aafaq Ahmad, Inspector Fisheries Department, Kulgam had been 

invited to deliver talk on, ‘How to Develop Commercial Fishing’. In his address, the speaker 

talked about the monetary benefits of commercial fishing, in particular the trout varieties. He 

held that given the location of village and the presence of water throughout the seasons, the 

village can develop commercial fishing on a large scale. He discussed about the 

requirements, different government schemes and subsidies for cultivating the same. A 

number of villagers expressed their interest in developing commercial fishing. 

In the afternoon a visit had been scheduled to Bait-ul-Hilal Chawalgam, a government 

recognised orphanage and educational institution. The volunteers were received by Mr. Ab. 

Majeed Laway, Chairman of the institution who also gave a brief introduction of the 

institution, its schemes for the relief and rehabilitation of poor, destitute, widows and 

orphans. In his brief address, NSS Programme Officer highlighted the importance of a 

concerted and organised effort to work for the welfare of the downtrodden sections of the 

society. It was expected, he held, that the visit to the institution would motivate the volunteers 

to work actively in the arena of social welfare. The volunteers, divided into different groups, 

interacted with the inmates of Bait-ul-Hilal. The focus of the interaction was to know about 

the facilities being provided to them, any specific grievance and most importantly, to make 

them feel happy and motivate them to pursue excellence. It was exhilarating to know that the 

inmates were being treated specially and their morale was high. The volunteers felt satisfied 

and expressed their motivation to work for the downtrodden sections of the society. An 

amount of Rs 2560 was collected by the volunteers and donated to the institution. 







 









 

 

Day 7: Construction of a small bridge, Cleanliness of Veshaw nallah and Cultural 

programme 

On the concluding day of the camp, a number of activities were conducted. During socio-

economic survey, a number of households had complained that they were facing connectivity 

problems with the rest of the village due to the absence of a bridge on the stream flowing in 

the midst. NSS volunteers undertook the construction of the bridge with the locally available 

material. Boulders, big and small, were put in the stream with gaps to let the water flow out, 

with the result that the stream became passable. The villagers thanked the NSS Unit for 

constructing the temporary bridge. Meanwhile, a cleanliness drive of the Veshaw nallah was 

organised. From Ashthal to 1km downstream, garbage, plastic, polythene and other non-

biodegradable material was taken out from the mid of the nallah as well as the banks. The 



garbage was collected and then disposed off properly in the trash bins. 

In the afternoon a cultural programme was conducted in which a number of locals also 

participated. The volunteers performed a number of activities including folk songs, ghazals, 

ladishah, mimicry, play and speeches on national personalities. Mr. Assadullah, ex-Sarpanch 

of the village recited a poem which beautifully summed up the problems faced by the village 

and the prospects of improvement through NSS intervention. Dr. Safeer Ahmad Bhat, NSS 

Programme Officer thanked District Administration Kulgam, College Principal, villagers and 

volunteers for making the camping programme a success and vowed to continue the 

orientation/awareness and community enrichment programmes in the village.  





 





  

 

  


